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dl Eo for bodily refreshment and invigora- (i) 
tion is not the only or chief design of the y 
Sabbatic institute. Another and higher purpose | 
of its rest was, that it might give man facilities 
for sacred engagements. The law is, ‘Remem- | 
ber the Sabbath-day to keep it holy’, and the 
example of Jehovah is set forth as our pattern. 
But what was His procedure? He rested from 
one class of works, but not from all working. | 
In like manner we are to rest from the works 
appropriated to the six days, but not from all 
activity. This would be the rest of a mere ani- 
mal, not of aman. It would be an impossibility. 
The spirit of man, like its Maker, is from its 
very nature incessantly active. And this very 
activity is compatible with continued mental 
vigour and bodily health.” 
Baines Gilfillan. t 
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Principles and Policy 


A Sacred Day, anda While recognizing the paramount importance of the religious 
Cia aaeniestion observance and uses of the Lord’s Day, Tuz Commirrer has 

to do with Sunday Rest chiefly as a civil institution. 

A Union of Good Citi- It aims, and with gratifying success, to combine the efforts 
re Rect with the me of all good citizens—Protestants, Roman Catholics, Jews, 
vilege of Worship = and others—in the protection of Ture Day as essential to the 

peace and good order of the community, the religious liberty of the citizen, the 

rights of wage-earners and the welfare of the State. Its aim is to preserve 

Sunday as a day of rest with the privilege of worship. 


“INFLUENCE OF THE WEEKLY REST -DAY ON 
HUMAN WELFARE” 


This attractive book elsewhere described is on sale, at the 
office of The Sabbath Committee, Bible House, Astor 
Place; New York City:” Pricevye a Ae $1.00 
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The Civil Observance of Sunday Distinquished from Its 


Religious Observance 


At the present time Sunday legislation occupies a large space in the 
public press. Many very capable editorial writers seem confused be- 
tween the civil observance of Sunday and its religious observance. As a 
result of this confusion injustice is done to both. A brief attention to the 
history of this institution in this country ought to make the distinction clear. 
On the establishment of the colonies as independent States and the or- 
ganization of the Federal government, the separation of Church and State 
was formally declared in the Federal constitution, and in that of each of 
_the States. Freedom of religious opinion and worship was guaranteed alike 
to all citizens. The adoption of this principle obviously involved a change 
in the form of existing laws, in order to insure their conformity with it. 

The Sunday observance, as an institution of the people, although chiefly 
religious in its character, might rightfully claim protection at the hands of 
the state; but from this protection, all enforcement of the religious observ- 
ance of the day must be excluded. Provisions of a purely religious char- 
acter must be eliminated from the statutes. There remained the sanitary, 
social, industrial and political uses of the institution, which, as in the case of 
marriage, the family, property, etc., demanded the recognition of the State in 
appropriate legislation. 

Thus the distinction was made between the Sabbath as an institution 
of the popular religion, in the possession and use of which the people were 
to be by law protected—and the Day of Rest, as “‘an accepted and essential 
part of the established order of civilized society, demanded by the physical, 
moral and social needs of man, and requiring the exercise of the powers of 
the State to protect its citizens in its enjoyment, and to compel its observ- 
ance so far as might be necessary to that end.” 

This distinction between the Sabbath as an institution of religion and 
the Sunday observance as a civil institution, has been carefully observed 
by legislatures and the courts. A clear understanding of this distinction 
will serve to explain what may seem to be incongruous features of our 
American Sunday laws. 


Sunday Legislation: The Federal Government 


Having thus indicated the origin of the American Sunday observance 
and its standing among the civil and social institutions of the Republic, let 
me briefly state what in general are the provisions of the existing Sunday 


laws. 
First, as to the Federal Government, ordinary Sunday legislation does 
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not come within its sphere, which is limited by the Constitution. Matters 
of internal and local administration pertain exclusively to the several States. 
Yet the Sunday observance is maintained by the General Government, so 
far as can properly be done. 

It is recognized in that provision of the Federal constitution which gives 
the President ten days, ‘Sundays excepted,” for the consideration of any 
bill passed by Congress. The Government observes the Day of Rest in its 
dealings with its officials and employees as far as is practicable. The U. S. 
Courts and the Houses of Congress do not hold sessions on Sunday. 

A law of Congress provides for the observance of Sunday at the Military 
and Naval Academies. The Army and Navy regulations restrict work on. 
Sunday at the posts and garrisons, and at all stations and navy yards and . 
on all vessels of the Navy. Sunday inspections, parades and drills are for- 
bidden, that the soldiers may have an opportunity for needed rest and to. 
attend divine worship. In all the great Departments and Bureaus, the 
Sunday Rest is observed. The transportation of the mails over such an 
immense area as is comprised in this country makes service necessary, but 
service at local stations and by carriers everywhere is forbidden. Neither 
registry nor money-order business is transacted in any post-office on Sunday. 

On the whole, the Federal Government, through its several Gepeaiments. 
recognizes and protects the Sunday rest. 


Sunday Laws of the States. 


Secondly, let us glance at the laws of the several States. As already 
stated, laws for the protection of the weekly rest were among the earliest 
enactments of the original States of the Union. As new states have been 
organized, they have framed laws for the same purpose. So that at the 
present time the weekly rest is recognized and maintained in all the forty- 
eight States of the American Union, with the exception of one of the West- 
ern States. 

These laws differ widely in their details, and are modified fa time to 
time to meet the exigencies of a growing population. Yet in general, they 
have certain features in common. The English common-law maxim is every- 
where observed, which makes Sunday dies non juridicus; in accordance with 
which the courts of justice are closed on Sunday except in cases of urgency; 
public affairs are suspended; the State legislatures do not sit. In nearly 
all of the States labor and business on Sunday are forbidden except in cases 
of necessity; the specified exceptions however are, in some States, quite 
numerous. In most of the States public and noisy amusements, theatrical 
exhibitions, etc., are also forbidden. 

In some instances provision is made for joe and otherel who observe the 
seventh day of the week, exempting them from service on juries and from 
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answering process on Saturday, and relaxing the restriction upon labor on 
Sunday, where the labor is of such character as not to disturb others in 
their observance of the day. 

Though but a mere outline of the American Sunday laws, the foregoing 
will serve to show their chief features. It should be added that the strict- 
ness with which the laws upon the statute books are enforced varies in dif- 
ferent communities according to the character of the population. Public 
sentiment is the power behind the throne in this country, and very much 
of the efficacy of law depends upon it. In occasional instances the pro- 
hibitions have been too minute and rigid, and have become dead letters. 

It is worthy of note, however, that the changes which have been made in 
these laws within recent years have been on the whole in the direction of 
greater efficiency in securing to wage-earners the opportunity of weekly rest. 
This is a part of that movement among the working classes, which is 
steadily claiming shorter hours of labor and larger leisure for personal and 
social culture and enjoyment. 


The Constitutional Basis of Sunday Legislation 


Let me now present a brief resumé of the legal basis of American Sunday 
laws, as this is expressed in the language of the statutes themselves, and in 
the decisions of the courts whose province it is to interpret and apply these 
laws. 

In general, it may be said that the weekly rest day is maintained by law 
on the ground of the two-fold obligation of the State on the one hand to its 
citizens, to secure to them the enjoyment of their rights, of which this is one; 
and on the other to itself, to foster whatever promotes its own stability and 
well-being. But more specifically: 


The Right to Worship 


These laws are designed to protect the Sunday observance as a religious 
institution of the people, but not to compel the religious observance of the 
day. The language of the statutes and the decisions of the Courts on this 
point are explicit. In forbidding common labor and traffic, and whatever is 
likely to disturb the quiet and order of the day, the obvious intention is to 
give to the people the opportunity of using Sunday as a day of worship, to 
which from time immemorial it has been set apart by the great majority of 
them. The laws neither enforce nor prohibit any observance of religion. 
They leave each man free to do or omit doing on Sunday what he chooses, 
within those restrictions which are deemed necessary in order to secure 
the religious use of the day to those who choose so to use it. The laws 
respect the liberty of worship, as well as of non-worship. There is no inter- 
ference with freedom of conscience. 
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The Law of the Sabbath 


It seems necessary to repeat frequently the simple law of the divinely 
appointed Sabbath. ; 

When the work of Creation had been completed the Lord rested on the 
first day of human history. He did not rest on any of the days of the 
Creation week. 

Nowhere did God designate the seventh day of the week. It could not 
have been appointed for the seventh day of the week without interfering with 
the law of the Passover. The Passover was a movable feast. It was ap- 
pointed to be held on the fourteenth day of the month Abib or Nisan. It 
was therefore a calendar date and not a weekly day. This was the first 
great Sabbath of the year, and the other Sabbaths followed every seventh 
day. Now everybody knows that a calendar date such as a birthday or 
fourth of July cannot fall on the same day of the week two years in suc- 
session. : 

Now let us be reasonable about this matter and admit, as all intelligent 
Jewish Rabbis do, that the ancient Sabbaths fell on the seventh day after the 
Passover and not on the seventh day of the week, and that in the course of 
seven years each day of the week was in turn the Sabbath for a whole year. 
This was the law as long as the Jewish nation lasted. ; 


*« * R 


NEW JERSEY 


Asbury Park. The Clergy of this city are starting a campaign to close 
show places on Sunday. They appeal to the city officials and if these fail to 
do their duty there will be an appeal to officials higher up. 


The legal department of the city of Camden, N. J., has ruled that Sun- 
day theatrical concerts cannot be held in that city, and that permission could 
not be granted without violating the state laws. The application for permis- 
sion on which the ruling was given asserted that Sunday concerts were per- 
mitted in Atlantic City and Trenton and therefore ought to be given in 
Camden—the old idiotic reasoning that one wrong justifies another. 


x * x 


Dumont. The Chief of Police and a Justice of the Peace interrupted an un- 
lawful performance on Sunday evening and ordered the patrons to disperse. 
Some of the persons assembled obeyed the order, but a majority defiantly 
remained in contempt of the law and defiance of the constituted authorities. 
It is difficult to understand how respectable people can become anarchists 
by defying the law simply because they do not like the law, 
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Persons of ordinary intelligence and experience ought to know that no 
man is at liberty to defy and trample upon a law which he dislikes. There 
is scarcely a law in existence that is not disliked by somebody. If every man 
should defy a law which to him is objectionable the country should be in a 
state of anarchy. 

* * * 

What then is to be done with a bad law? President Grant once said, in 
answer to that question: “The only thing you can do with a bad law is to 
enforce it faithfully.” If these lawless people of Dumont can demonstrate 
the viciousness of the law which they despise, by its faithful enforcement, 
there will be no difficulty in securing its repeal or amendment. There are 
cases on record where laws that, by faithful enforcement, were proved to be 
injurious to the best interests of the community, which were repealed without 
difficulty or even opposition. 


* * * 


Neither the Constitution nor any law of any state establishes any religion 
nor interferes with any man in the exercise of religious privileges. He can 
worship anything he pleases, and where he pleases, any time he pleases. Or 
he can go to the devil if he wants to, There is no law, human or divine, that 
will interfere with him if he does not interfere with or obstruct any one else 
from exercising the same privilege. The Jew has every privilege that the 
Christian has, but he must respect the laws and customs of this country. 
This he can do without curtailing any of his religious privileges, 


* * * 


PENNSYLVANIA 


In an appeal from the York Court decision the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court confirmed the lower court and upheld the ordinance which prohibits 
public amusements, opera, theatres, concerts, circuses, menageries, motion 
picture show, dance halls, and shooting galleries on Sunday. 


Pittsburgh. A boy of 15 complains vigorously about a law that is ‘more 
than 150 years old.” Such a complaint from a lad of 15 may be pardonable, 
but the same complaint from men of mature years is unreasonable. What 
has age to do with the validity of law? We have laws 3000 years old on 
our statute books—laws which are purely for the regulation of conduct, which 
no one would care to have repealed. Laws which rest on ethical principles 
never grow old. 


* * * 


NEW YORK 
Coney Island. Two butchers appeared in court in answer to summonses 
for violations of the laws by selling meat on Sunday. They pleaded guilty 
and were fined $5. each by the magistrate. 
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CANADA 


Toronto. The Police made public timely warning that no Christmas Eve 
or New Year's Eve revels would be permitted to run after midnight. It is 
better to forestall a violation than to wait and punish it. 


* * * 


The Annual Meeting of the Ontario Provincial Board of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance of Canada was held Dec. 16. There was an unusually large 
attendance of Provincial and Denominational representatives. A great en- 
thusiasm was created by two items in the reports that were presented. In 
one item it appeared that there was an unusually large amount contributed 
during the year. The other item referred to the hearty co-operation of the 
Ontario government, the officials of the city, the provincial police and the 
press. 


* * * 


NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 


Senate bill No. 64, introduced by Mr. Feld, would permit football, soc- 
cer, basketball, hockey games and bicycle races on Sunday. 

The purpose of this bill is to indulge certain classes of sports at the ex- 
pense of the day sacred to the people of our state, which has been preserved 
and protected by the representatives of the people through all the past years. 

Assembly bill No. 536, introduced by Mr. Samberg, would permit boot- 
blacking on Sunday to one o'clock P.M. It provides also for compensatory © 
time in another part of the week. 

Of course we oppose this bill most bitterly. It is an attempt to indulge 
careless men at the expense of honest working men who desire and need the 
whole day with their families. Compensatory time during the week is value- 
less since they would not have their families with them and would have no 
privileges simply rest. * 

Of course the Sabbath Committee will oppose these two bills most vigor- 
ously and calls upon the friends of the Sabbath everywhere to instruct their 
representatives in the two branches of the legislature to use all lawful means 
to defeat these two bills. 

* x * 

Opposition to Sunday funerals is spreading east and west—not among 
churches and their ministers only, but many undertakers, livery men, garages 
and others. They all want a day of rest from the ceaseless grind of business: 
Funerals can be attended any other day as well as Sunday, and there is no 
danger of loss of business by competition. The Chamber of Commerce, 
Long Island City, has adopted a resolution intended to prevent funerals on 
Sunday. 


* This bill was killed in Committee—Jan. 31, 1928. 
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Science and the Sabbath 


Biblical teaching regarding the Sabbath Day and laws for its observ-~ 
ance are plain and abundant. Intense conviction as to the meaning of the 
day, however, and the absolute necessity for keeping it holy to the Lord in 


‘order to live a normal individual life, or for the permanence of society, is 


woefully absent from the minds of Christian people. This is really astonish- 
ing, when we consider that the violation of the Mosaical Law of the Sabbath 
carried with it the death penalty. 

The above criticism does not apply to the Adventists, and their strength 
to live unselfish lives of human service perhaps largely results from obedience 
to Sabbath law. ; 

“The New York Sabbath Committee” has fittingly celebrated its Sev- 
entieth Anniversary by publishing a most interesting book entitled—‘‘Influ- 
ence of the Weekly Rest Day on Human Welfare.” S. Parkes Cadman 
says in the Introduction to this book: 

“The question of Sabbath Observance presents itself under two dis- 
tinct aspects, first as a religious ordinance and again as a civil institution. 

The former is the special charge of the Home and the Church; the 
latter is maintained by the State for protection from the exactions of work 
and the distractions of unnecessary disturbance. The spirit of the times de- 
mands a scientific examination as a basis for both. 

The most dangerous obstacle to the benefits of Sabbath Observance is 
neither Sunday Industries, Sunday pleasure nor Sunday business, but an ut- 
ter absence of intelligent apprehension of the meaning of the Day, and 
sequently, of all conscientious convictions concerning it. It cannot be either 
as a civic, social or religious institution unless it is supported by the large 
majority of the people, and their support cannot be secured unless it is 
demonstrated that the Sabbath rests not only upon the Divine edicts but upon 
the physical and religious constitution of man. 

No source of information has been neglected in pursuing this investiga- 
tion. Everything that could be discovered concerning the Sabbath’s relation 
to our mental and moral well being, domestic life, industrial efficiency, political 
integrity and spiritual vitality has been frequently used to define the one 
end the Committee has in view—the hope that the volume may stimulate 
a wider investigation upon the lines laid down, and to larger and better. 


results for both Church and State.” 


The book sells for only $1.00 and should be in many homes and in 
every church library, for the breaking down of the Sabbath and the decadence 
of nations have gone together in the history of Christendom. This little book 
gives us the reason clearly and scientifically. 


—A. A. H. in the Y.M.C.A. Chronicle, Wichita.« 
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An Important Decision by Chancellor Wolcott of the 
Supreme Court of Delaware 


Playing Football is Not Work of Necessity or 
Charity Within Sunday Law 


Section 4784, Revised Code of Delaware, provides that no one shall 
“perform any worldly employment, labor or business on the Sabbath day 
(works of necessity and charity excepted). * * * ” Joseph Walsh and 
others were convicted, before a justice of the peace, for violating this law 
by promoting a football game on Sunday. On certiorari issued out of the 
Superior Court, judgment was affirmed (136 A. 160), and defendants 
brought the case to the Supreme Court of Delaware on writ of error. Walsh 
et al. v. State, 139 Atlantic Reporter, 257. 

Plaintiffs in error contended that the acts, which they were charged 
with having committed, fell within the exception to the law which exempts 
works of necessity from its condemnation, in that the playing of football was 
an outdoor sport necessary for the preservation of health and hence must be - 
regarded as a work of necessity. 

Chancellor Wolcott, delivering the opinion of the court, affirming the 
judgment of conviction said that “‘recreation and physical exercise are un- 
doubtedly quite necessary for the welfare of men. They minister to that 
welfare by promoting the health and strength of both mind and body.” 

As to the test of whether the necessity possesses such character which - 
the excepted work should possess, he says: “If there is no such immediate 
need to be met as reasonably requires the doing of the act on the Sabbath, 
that is to say, if the act may as well be done now as later, without prejudice 
to the public or individual welfare, we do not see how the doing of it on the 
Sabbath day can be said to be the doing of a work of — within the, 
meaning of the statute.’ 

Plaintiffs in error further contended that the acts, which they were 
charged with having committed, are not embraced within the scope of the 
work prohibited by the statute which was intended to include “only such 
work, labor or business as is either servile in character, or done in the course 
of the ordinary calling of the accused.” 

In response to this contention, the court said that “plaintiffs in error 
were engaged, some of them as principals and others as accessories, in a 
worldly employment (Com. v. American Baseball Club, 290 Pa. 136, 138 
A. 497), and that, if the game with its setting of players and spectators was 
typical of such games, there was, in all probability, a degree of tumult and 
bustle which doubtless most of the ordinary businesses with which we are 
agquainted would, in their operation, be entirely incapable of rivaling.” 
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It was also held that it would require a forced construction of the 
statute to hold that the purpose of the law ‘‘was not offended against by the 
assemblage of players and spectators for a commercialized football game”; 
that the court’s sole duty is to expound what the law is, and not to determine 
what it should be, and that if the ‘‘statute as construed is a puritanical relic 
of ancient times, * * * the remedy, if any is needed, should be sought 
before the Legislature.” 


Influence of the Weekly Rest-Day on Human Welfare 
A Scientific Research, Published by the New York Sabbath Committee, Pages 120. 


That a weekly Sabbath rest-day is a scientific necessity for the happiness, 
progress, and perfection of humanity is conclusively and charmingly proved 
in the new booklet of 120 pages, just published by the New York Sabbath 
Committee, entitled “Weekly Rest-Day and Human Welfare.” 

This book fittingly celebrates the seventieth anniversary of the great New 
York Sabbath Committee, whose offices are in the Bible House, New York, 
and whose great Secretary, Dr. D. J. McMillan, conceived this book. 


In brief and most attractive compass this book gathers the scientific facts 
from all history, all nature, and all nations, showing that a Sabbath rest-day 
is and always was a vital part of the necessities of mankind. It collates the 
scattered truths from every age and clime to show that God's Sabbath com- 
mand is just as right, just as necessary as God's command against adultery, 
murder, theft, and lying. Delving into all history, this little book shows the 
Sabbath to have been an honored institution in practically every age and 
clime. It quotes the world’s foremost scientists, philosophers, and statesmen 
to show that a Sabbath rest is necessary for the physical, mental, and spir- 
itual life and growth of man. Reliable statistics are quoted to show that 
_ prisons, almshouses, and asylums are chiefly filled with Sabbath-breakers; 
and that the germs of vice, crime, debauchery, and ruin find most fertile 
fields in the lives of Sabbath-breakers. It shows that laws for a Sunday 
rest from labor are as proper, as just, and as helpful as laws against stealing 
and murder. It closes with Lincoln’s famous words, “As we keep or break 
the Sabbath day, we nobly save or meanly lose the last best hope by which 
man rises.” 

- We commend this booklet to all men, and thank the New York Sabbath 
Committee for its publication. 


From the “Methodist Quarterly Review” 
Nashville, Tenn. Noah W. Cooper. 
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TURKS WOULD OBSERVE SUNDAY 
(“Christian Herald,” Sept. 10, 1927) 


The Turkish Chamber of Commerce is petitioning the National assembly 
at Angora to declare the Christian Sunday instead of Friday the official day 
of rest, according to a Constantinople dispatch to the New York Times. 
Advocates of the change assert that the Moslem religion does not forbid its 
adherents to work on Friday, and that the observance of Sunday would pre- 
vent an enormous economic loss. It is significant of the changing sentiment 
of republican Turkey. 


* * * 


YOUR SAVIOUR AND MINE 
Robert Hare 


He walked on the sea, your Master and mine, 
On the wild, tossing sea, in His light divine; 
The billows rose high, and the chilling blast 

In angry mode went sweeping past; 

But over the billows, in glory divine, 

He walked on the sea—your Saviour and mine. 


Deepened the darkness on blue Galilee. 

While night tempests raged over forest and lea, 
The sea birds had fled for shelter and rest, 

One shadowy Form rides the billowy crest; 

And out of the gloom shines in glory divine, 
Love’s vision of life—your Saviour and mine. 


The billows grew still as the Master passed by, 
The wild winds forgetting their angry cry; 
And: the crystal deep lost its bitterest rage, 
And smoothed to a blue alabaster page; 

A glory, once kindled in light divine, 

Lighted the deep for your Saviour and mine. 


Roll on, darkened billows; frown on, darkest night; 
Still, still there is One whose holiest light 

Shines over the deep, and, calming the wave, 

He hastens the lonely and lost one to save. 

Life tempests still hush in that light divine, 

Before the feet of your Saviour and mine! 


* * * 


The persistent but fruitless attempts to break down the Sunday laws 
in South Carolina have met another defeat. The Supreme Court of the State 
has handed down a decision that while amateur sports can be played on 
Sunday, the sale of gasoline cannot be permitted. That is, harmless recre- 
ation on Sunday is lawful, but commercial business cannot be carried on. 
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Rev. Dr. W. Russell Bowie, rector of Grace Episcopal Church, New 
York City, in a recent sermon on Sabbath observance, among other excellent 
things, said: 

“The keeping of the Sabbath Day should be a spiritual opportunity, 
but first of all it should be a day of rest. It is linked with deep physiological 
reasons and the necessities of human life. Nothing is more appropriate than 
the upbuilding of health, and in doing so we must remember we are not only 
individuals but also members of a community in which we must consider the 
interests of others.” 

The roots of the observance of a certain day devoted to rest and recre- 
ation go back even into primitive religions, where the taboo, superstition and 
the supernatural played important parts. At the time of Christ the Israelites 
had made the Sabbath so involved with autocratic prohibitions, legalistic and 
unbending, that it had lost much of its meaning. Christ, however, set free 
for service on that day the special spirit of God, the rector said. 

In condemning the excuse that non-attendance at church was offset by 
motoring in the country to seek religion in nature, Dr. Bowie asked: “Do we’ 
really find religion when we substitute a request for a quart of oil for prayer 
for a clean heart? Christ went into the synagogue that there among his 
people he might find God.” 

“Keep Sunday as a garden spot in what is too often the desert of our 
life,” the rector concluded. 


* * * 


That the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath is 
true enough. But the impressive records of Sunday motoring fatalities would 
seem to suggest that to many people the phrase should read, “The Sabbath 
was made for folly.” 

Psychologists may well go to work on the problem of how and why a 
motorist goes mad over the Sabbath day, and succeeds in making a Roman 

holiday out of this innocent form of recreation. 
Fast and furious driving seems to mark that day above all others. Many 
are the accidents and innumerable the near-accidents. Add to these the 
jangled nerves, the tired bodies and the frazzled spirit of the family that rises 
early, feverishly gets the car ready, and then starts out on the quest, ap- 
parently, of seeing how far they can drive in one brief day. 

What is the sense of it all? 

—Sandusky Register. 


* * * 


- Seattle, Wash. Twenty-nine grocers were fined from five dollars to twenty 
dollars for violations of the Sunday law. Upon promise to be good they 
were not imprisoned. 
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St. Petersburg, Fla. and Boston, Mass. are threatened with the curse of 
Sunday baseball and other sports, but we do not find the names of “the poor 
laboring men who can find no other time for this thing” among the petitions. 
No, the poor, toiling workman is the man who attends church, while the 
wealthy man of leisure plays golf or attends the sports on Sunday. 

It is sad and unaccountable that last year St. Petersburg went against 
Sunday sports by a large majority has reversed itself by as large a majority. 


* * * 


A test of popular sentiment on the question of Sunday movies is to be 
submitted to popular vote in Baltimore, Md., and in Providence, R. I. Tests 
of a similar character are attempted in a number of cities in New Jersey and ~ 


at Dover, Ohio. 


* * * 


The fight for Sunday baseball is on in the legislature of Massachusetts. ; 
A petition with 39,000 signatures (nearly twice the number required for the — 
purpose) is filed with the Secretary of State for the submission of a bill, 
which would permit an open Sunday. 


* * * 


There was a division of sentiment among our city authorities as to cur- — 
few on New Year's morning. Some of them evidently regard the law as a ‘ 
football to be kicked about for pleasure or profit. nee 

The law says:—‘‘Curfew shall ring at 3 A.M.” 

License Commissioner Quialy says:—''8 A.M. on the present occasion — 
to accommodate the night revelers.” 

Police Commissioner Warren says:—'‘3 A.M. by law—and the law ~ 
goes.” ae 
Mayor Walker suggests that ‘‘the Police be not intolerant.” It was 
gratifying to notice that the terrific roar which always attends the death of 
the old year and the birth of the new, ceased promptly after the midnight 
stroke. 


The New York Sabbath Committee is not affiliated with any other society — 
in the U. S. A. But it is the American representative of the Intern say 
League for Sabbath Observance. tt 

It is not endowed, but is supported by voluntary contribute Will you a 
remember it in arranging your budget? aE 


